
C A T A L O G U E
G U I D E D  T O U R S



The Vatican Museums
Duration: 3 hours

You will be met by our guide at the main entrance of the Vatican Museums and then once

inside you will begin your tour of the spectacular and rich papal collections. 

First you will visit the splendid Cortile della Pigna and you will go on to the Cortile

Ottagono where in 1503 Pope Julius II displayed the Vatican's first collection of Greek and

Roman statues: the Apollo del Belvedere and the Laocoön.

Here you will also admire Canova's marvelous sculptures of Perseo and Creugas and

Damoxène and in the Sala delle Muse the famous Belvedere Torso.

Then you will be taken to the rich Pinacoteca Vaticana where you can admire masteprices

such as Trittico Stefaneschi by Giotto, the frescoes by Melozzo da Forlì, the

Trasfigurazione by Raphael, the San Girolamo by Leonardo, the Madonna col Bambino e

santi by Titian, the Deposizione by Caravaggio. 

Next you will visit the Galleria dei Candelabri, the Galleria degli Arazzi and the Galleria

delle Carte Geografiche and finally you will see Raphael's Rooms, the Sistine

Chapel and the Borgia Apartment.



Ancient Rome: Colosseum, Forum and

Palatine
Duration: 3 hours

You will be met by our guide in front of the Colosseum, the biggest and most famous

Amphitheatre in the world. Here, during the time of the Roman Empire, more than 50.000

spectators watched the famous battles of the Gladiators.

After that you will be taken down to the Roman Forum and while you are walking you can

admire the most important monuments of Ancient Rome such as the Arch of Septimius

Severus, the Arch of Titus, the Trajan’s Market, the Curia, Temples and Basilicas. 

Then our guide will tell you about the Arch of Constantine and you will take a walk up to

Rome’s most famous hill, the Palatine. It is said that here Romulus, the legendary first king of

Rome, founded the Eternal City.



Castel Sant'Angelo
Duration: 2 hours

You will be met by our guide outside the main door of the Castle and then you will be

taken through one of  most famous monuments in the ancient Rome.

It was built by Emperor Hadrian in 130 A.D. as his and the Antonini’s mausoleum.

It was then transformed by Emperor Aurelian made it into a fortress. 

During the Renaissance, the castle became the Pope’s residence and it was transformed

into luxurious apartments and then much later on it was used as barracks and a military

prison.

Within the Castle you can visit the Chamber of the Urns which houses the ashes of

Hadrian’s family. 

You can also visit the ancient prison cells, the weapons collection, various paintings and

sculptures.

On the 4th floor you can visit the papal apartments with frescoes by Giulio Romano, Perin

del Vaga and the other artists from Raphael’s school. 

On the 5th floor you can see the Bronze Angel Statue and enjoy a wonderful view of Rome

from the terrace.



The Appian way
Duration: 3 hours 

Our guide will introduce you to the fascinating Appian Way which is the most beautiful of

all the roads leading to Rome. 

It was built in 312 B.C. by the Consul Appius Claudius, who opened the first part from

Porta San Sebastiano to Capua: then in 190 B.C. this road was constructed to the seaport

of Brindisi, where two marbles columns mark the end of the road. 

First you will visit the little Church of Domine Quo Vadis built in the 9th century where, it

is said that, Christ appeared before St. Peter while was escaping from persecution by

Nero. 

Your next stop will be the famous catacombs which there were a place of refuge of the

early Christians: catacombs of St. Callixtus, the first cemetery of Rome’s Christian

community and burial place of 16 Popes in the 3rd century or catacombs of St. Sebastian.

Then you will continue your walk along the Appian Way and you will see monumental

tombs like that of Cecilia Metella and Romolo Mausoleum.

The Appian Way can be explored on foot or by bike.

For the bikers, possibility to extend the visit until the Parks of the Acqueducts.



Borghese Gallery
Duration: 2 hours

The Borghese Gallery houses one of the most beautiful classic art collections in the world

and it is located in the famous Villa Borghese, the most beautiful park in Rome. 

It was built for Cardinal Scipione Borghese who was Pope Paul V’s favourite nephew.

In 1608 the Cardinal employed the famous architect Flaminio Ponzio to build the Villa for

his rich art collection. Other architects like Giovanni Vasanzio and Girolamo Rainaldi were

involved in the creation of the park and its buildings. 

The Cardinal made it a cultural center as well as a beautiful natural environment including

a zoological garden and many exotic plants.

On the ground floor of the Gallery you can see masterpieces such as Bernini and Canova’s

famous sculptures and on the first floor you can admire works of art by Antonello da

Messina, Giovanni Bellini, Raffaello, Tiziano, Correggio, Caravaggio.



Palazzo Barberini

National Gallery of Ancient Art

Duration: 2 hours

Our guide will take you through one of the most important and beautiful buildings of

Roman nobility.

Palazzo Barberini was built in 1625 for Pope Urbano VIII by Carlo Maderno and was

completed by Bernini in 1633. Borromini, as a young man, designed the spiral staircase.

Once inside you can admire frescoes on the ceiling of the grand salon. The Triumph of

Divine Providence was painted by Pietro da Cortona between 1633 and 1639 in honour of

the papal family.

Then you will visit the Gallery of Ancient Art where there are more than 1500 important

artworks from the 12th and 17th centuries.

They belonged to Roman noble families such as Chigi and  Barberini.

Here you will see La Fornarina by Raphael, the Judith Beheading Holofernes by Caravaggio

and many other paintings by Andrea del Sarto, Beccafumi, Sodoma, Bronzino,  Lorenzo

Lotto, Tintoretto, Tiziano, El Greco, Guido Reni, Domenichino, Guercino, Lanfranco,

Poussin, Pietro da Cortona.



Colonna Gallery
Duration: 2 hours

A true jewel of the Roman Baroque, the Galleria Colonna was commissioned in the mid

1600s by Cardinal Girolamo I Colonna and his nephew Lorenzo Onofrio Colonna. It was

inaugurated by Lorenzo Onofrio’s son, Philip II, in 1700.

The original project is by the architect Antonio del Grande; it was then integrated by Gian

Lorenzo Bernini, Paolo Schor and Carlo Fontana in the last decade of the 1600s. 

From the very beginning, the Gallery was conceived as a large boardroom, which was to

celebrate the victory of the Christian fleet over the Turks the Battle of Lepanto in 1571.

The commander of the Papal fleet, Marcantonio II Colonna, is depicted numerous times

throughout the vault of the Great Hall of the Gallery and in the Room of the Battle

Column.

The fresco on the vault above the Room of the Battle Column is by Giuseppe Chiari and

depicts the presentation of Marcantonio to the Virgin Mary in heaven.

The room takes its name from the column of red marble on a pedestal in the center of the

room, which recalls the family coat of arms. 



The carvings represent ancient roman military scenes. 

Among the many works of art in the Room of the Battle Column, we’d like to point out the

beautiful painting by Bronzino depicting Venus,Cupid and a Satyr.

Of particular interest are the three large paintings by Michele di Ridolfo del Ghirlandaio

representing Night, above the Bronzino, and, on the opposite wall, Aurora, whit Venus and

Cupid.

On the short flight of stairs, going down to the Great Hall, you will find a cannon ball,

which arrived in 1849, during the period of the Roman Republic. It was shot by the French

army from the Janiculum Hill, under the orders of General Oudinot, who arrived at Porta

San Pancrazio to help Pope Pius IX from the Republican insurgents, including Mazzini,

Armellini and Saffi, who occupied the center of Rome for a few months.

Going on to visit the Great Hall, we’d like to point out the four large mirrors painted by

Mario dei Fiori, Giovanni Stanchi and Carlo Maratta, along with the impressive series of

masterpiece paintings by Guercino, Salvator Rosa, Jacopo Tintoretto, Francesco Salviati,

Guido Reni, Giovanni Lanfranco and many others.

After passing the two majestic columns coated with yellow Siena marble, you are now in

the Room of the Landscapes, which takes its name from the numerous paintings of rural

subjects by Gaspard Dughet. The vault, depicting an allegory of the Battle of Lepanto, was

painted in the late 1600s by Sebastiano Ricci.



Villa Farnesina
Duration: 2 hours

The Villa Farnesina is situated on Via della Lungara, opposite the Corsini Palace. 

The Sienese banker, Agostino Chigi, named "Magnificent" by his contemporaries, acquired

the villa, which had been completed in 1509 by Baldassarre Peruzzi, a Sienese architect of

great renown. 

The villa, a wonderful example of Renaissance art, was decorated by such famous painters

as Raffaello, Sebastiano del Piombo, Giovanni Antonio Bazzi (called Sodoma), Giulio

Romano and Peruzzi himself, and it was furnished with such magnificence that it aroused

general admiration. 

In the rooms of the Villa high prelates, noblemen, poets, men of letters and artists used to

meet; comedies were performed there and sumptuous banquets were held. 

After Agostino Chigi's death, the villa was bought by Cardinal Alessandro Farnese (from

whom the Villa takes its name). It passed to the Bourbon family in 1714; and finally a long

lease of the villa at ground rent was given to the Spanish Ambassador Bermudez de

Castro, Duke of Ripetta, who later redeemed it. The Italian State bought the Villa from the

Duke's heirs and in 1928 it was destined to become the home of the Reale Accademia

d'Italia.

After the suppression of the Accademia d'Italia in 1944, the villa became the property of

the Lincei Academy, which, by law, had succeeded the suppressed Academy.

The Farnesina is set in the midst of a beautiful garden of bergamot trees, cedars of

Lebanon, cypresses, laurel bushes and evergreens. 

On the ground floor of the Villa an entrance hall leads to the Loggia of Psyche, (recently

restored) painted in fresco (after designs mainly attributed to Raffaello) by the Master

himself and by his pupils Giulio Romano, Francesco Penni, Raffaellino del Colle and

Giovanni da Udine. 



Ara Pacis
Duration: 2 hours
The Ara Pacis has been restored to the public after a long period of inaccessibility, while

vital works were carried out to create conditions suitable for conserving the monument

over a long period. 

The museum space was designed by the architectural studio of the American architect

Richard Meier. It modulates around the contrast of light and shade: the first two parts of

the building, particularly, are governed by this concept: visitors pass through the access

gallery, an area in shadow, to reach the central pavilion which holds the Ara Pacis in full

natural light filtered through 500 square metres of

crystal panels. This expanse creates an uninterrupted continuity with the outside world,

and also helps to create the silence necessary to enjoy the monument in full. In the

tranquillity of the acoustic isolation, it is possible to appreciate the calm rhythms of the

decorative motifs; to attend to the procession passing along the sides of the enclosure of

the Altar, made up of the massed priests of the Augustan age and of members of the

imperial family, guided by Augustus himself; to revisit the founding myths of Rome and

the Augustan glory that brought the empire the enjoyment of such contented times that

the period came to be called the Age of Gold.

It is with these words that Augustus, in his spiritual testimony, the Res Gestae, tells us of

the Senate's decision to construct an altar to Peace, following the conclusion of his

labours North of the Alps from 16 to 13 B.C., subjecting the Reti and the Vindelici,

establishing definitive control over the Alpine passes, and visiting Spain, finally at peace,

founding new colonies and imposing new tributes.



Tivoli: Villa Adriana and Villa d'Este
Duration: 4 hours 
Our guide will introduce you to two marvellous residences of different age: the Hadrian’s

Villa and the Renaissance Villa of Cardinal d’Este.

First you will visit Hadrian’s Villa built by Emperor Hadrian in the 117 A.D. 

This Villa is the most important and greatest example of Roman Villa. Here Hadrian

realised his dream to evoke the most famous Greek and Egypt’s places.

Walking among the ruins of the Villa, our guide will tell you about the Villa’s magnificence

at the time of Hadrian.

You will admire the Canopus and the Temple of Serapis, the Maritime Theatre, the

Hospitaliaor guest houses, the Terrace of Tempe, the Heliocaminus Baths.

Although much of the Villa is in the form of ruins today, it has been preserved in an

excellent manner. It is among the best examples of the roman period in Europe: its ruines

fascinated many artists and architects such as Andrea Palladio, Raffaello, Michelangelo,

Leonardo, Borrormini, Piranesi and Canova.

After that you will visit Villa d’Este, commissioned by Cardinal Ippolito d’Este, who, as

Emperor Hadrian, loved Antiquity and gardens.

The Villa was designed by Pirro Ligorio and realised by the architect Alberto Galvani. The

internal decoration was painted by the most famous artists of the Roman Mannerism such

as Federico Zuccari, Cesare Nebbia and Antonio Tempesta.

The garden of Villa d’Este with its fountains, “water games”, cascades and pools was a

model for many Mannerist and Baroque European gardens.

Possibility to organize an amazing lunch for our guests at Ristorante Sibilla in Tivoli, on

top of the Tiburtina Acropolis in front of two magnificent Roman temples.



Ostia Antica (in Latin ostium) was an Imperial Roman City founded by King Ancus Marcius,

the fourth king of Rome, in the 7th century B.C.

Originally it was a fortress and later it became an important point of distribution of goods

coming in  from the Mediterranean.

The city was given a Theatre, a Forum, an Aqueduct during Emperor Augustus’s reign and

when the Portus Claudius and the Portus of Trajan were constructed the city became even

more important.

In 1557 the city’s river overflowed causing a major flood and the beginning of Ostia’s

decline. 

Your tour will begin in the middle of the ancient ruins and our guide will tell you about

what happened culturally and socially in this ancient city.

First our guide will show you the main road of the city, the Decumanus maximus, then you

will see the grander Bath of Neptune where there are some special mosaics depicting

Neptune and Aphrodite.

Next you will visit the Theatre, built by Agrippa, and the House of Diana where you can

admire a beautiful view and the Thermopolium, an ancient osteria where there is a

splendid fresco.

After that you will visit the Museum which has a great collection of archeological artifacts,

then the Forum, the Capitolium (the main Temple), the House of Cupid and Psyche, which

is beautifully decorated.

Ostia antica
Duration: 3 hours



The Doria Pamphilj Gallery has one of the most prestigious private collections in Rome.

The Gallery houses a rich collection of works by major Italian and foreign artists from the

1500s and 1600s: Caravaggio, Annibale Carracci, Guido Reni, Guercino, Jan Bruegel, Jusepe

Ribera, Velázquez, Claude Lorrain, Gaspard Dughet, Tiziano, Raffaello, Garofalo, Lorenzo

Lotto, Pieter Bruegel, Correggio, Parmigianino and many more.

You can also see sculptures by Bernini and Algardi and ancient sculptures from the

Archaic and Hellenistic period.

Doria Pamphilj Gallery
Duration: 2 hours



With our specialised guide you will visit the National Etruscan Museum of Villa Giulia, the

most important Etruscan Museum of Italy, housed in the Villa Giulia since 1889.

The Villa was built for the Pope Julius III between 1550 and 1555 as a “Villa Suburbana” and

a place of repose. 

Julius III, a highly connoisseur of the arts, assigned the construction of the building to the

most important architects and artists of that time such as Michelangelo, Giorgio Vasari,

Bartolomeo Ammannati (who designed the marvellous nymphaeum and other garden

structures), Vignola and Taddeo Zuccari. 

Villa Giulia was one of the most delicate examples of Mannerist architecture. 

Once inside the Villa you will admire the collections of the Pre-Roman antiquities of

Latium, southern Etruria and Umbria belonging to the Etruscan civilizations.

The material is exhibited in the criteria topographic and includes objects discovered in the

area of Vulci, Veio, Cerveteri, Pyrgi, Bolsena, Castro.

Here you can see the famous Sarcophagus of the Bridal Couple (Sarcofago degli Sposi), the

Etruscan Phoenician Pyrgi Tablets, the Apollo of Veii, the Cista Ficoroni.

National Etruscan Museum of

Villa Giulia
Duration: 2 hours



The unusual and attractive thing is that you will see an interesting combination of modern

day machinery and ancient’s sculptures which originally came from the Capitoline

Museums. 

This new museum used to be Rome’s first public power plant.

As you explore this museum, you will be astonished at the incredible contrasts that

surround you such as masterpieces of sculpture and a variety of precious and ancient

handmade objects which were excavated in the XIX and XX centuries.

At the end of the tour you will be taken up to the top floor where you can enjoy a

wonderful view of all the Museum’s Salas.

Centrale Montemertini
Duration: 2 hours



The Capitoline Museums were the world’s first public museums in fact the first group of

bronzes sculptures (the She-Wolf, the Spinario and other famous artworks) was given to

the city by Pope Sixtus IV in 1471. 

Since then more additions have been made.

Our guide will take you through the Capitoline Museums starting with Palazzo Nuovo and

then Palazzo dei Conservatori, the Tabularium and Palazzo Clementino Caffarelli.

In Palazzo Nuovo you will see many famous sculptures such as the Dying Galatian, the

Capitoline Venus, the Red Faun as well as mosaics, bronze statues from the Hellenistic Age

up until the Roman Age.

Then you will be taken to the Lapidaria Gallery and the Tabularium and you can enjoy the

splendid view of Roman Forum from the terrace.

Next you will visit Palazzo dei Conservatori which houses rich Egyptian, Etruscan and

Christian art collections and you can feast your eyes on this remarkable bronze statues:

the She-Wolf, the Spinario, the Bruto Capitolino. 

You can also admire the beautifully decorated The Horatii and Curatii Room and the

famous frescoes by Cavalier d’Arpino.

Then you will see the incredible original bronze statue of Marcus Aurelius which is

displayed in the new Roman Garden in a large glass case.

Capitoline Museums
Duration: 3 hours 



Trajan's Market (Mercatus Traiani) is a large complex of ruins in the city of Rome, located

on the Via dei Fori Imperiali, at the opposite end to the Colosseum.

The buildings and structures present a living model of life in the Roman capital and a

glimpse at the continuing restoration in the city which reveals new treasures and insights

about Ancient Roman architecture.

Built in AD 100-110 by Apollodorus of Damascus, an architect who always followed Trajan

on his adventures. 

During the Middle Ages the complex was transformed by adding floor levels still visible

today and building defensive elements such as the Torre delle Milizie, built in 1200. A

convent was later built in this area, but demolished at the beginning of twentieth century

to restore Trajan's Markets to the city of Rome.

The entrance is in Via IV Novembre; immediately the visitor enters a shopping area,

disposed on two different sides, where free wheat was once distributed to the people of

Rome. At the end of this hall a large balcony offers a beautiful view on the markets,

Trajan's Forum and Vittoriano. 

The upper levels of the market were used for offices while the lower part, in front of

Trajan's Forum, had shops selling oil, wines, seafood, groceries, vegetables and fruit.

Medieval houses built on the top floor face the semicircular segment of the Via Biberatica. 

The lower part of the market today shows two levels: a ground floor level for shops, with

an entry made in travertine, surmounted by an arch. The second level was formed by

adjoining shops selling wines and oil. A third level, today visible only as some walls, was

discovered at the Via Biberatica and was probably used for grocers' shops. 

Trajans' Market

Duration: 3 hours 



Founded in the early fifth century by Pammachius, a Roman senator, the titulus

Pammachii or Basilica of SS. Giovanni e Paolo now stands over a magnificent residential

complex comprising several Roman houses of different periods.

According to tradition, this was the dwelling of John and Paul, officers at the court of the

Emperor Constantine (312-37), both of whom, having suffered martyrdom by execution

during the reign of Julian the Apostate (361-363), were buried on the site of their own

house.

In 1887, Padre Germano, a Passionist brother, excavating beneath the church, uncovered a

fascinating site comprising more than twenty rooms, some of which were richly decorated

with paintings dating from the third through the twelfth centuries.

The sequence of decorated rooms and the maze of stratified structures cut through by the

foundations of the church, reveal aspects of Roman daily life with an interesting blend of

cultural themes.

This monument originated in a variety of building types including an insula or apartment

block for artisans, and a wealthy domus, which was subsequently converted into an early

Christian church.

According to tradition, this was the dwelling of John and Paul, officers at the court of the

Emperor Constantine (312-37), both of whom, having suffered martyrdom by execution

during the reign of Julian the Apostate (361-363), were buried on the site of their own

house.

During the third century A.D., these different properties were combined under a single

owner and transformed into an elegant pagan house characterized by finely-decorated

rooms.

Underground Rome: Case romane al

Celio and Basilica di San Clemente
Duration: 3 hours 



Then you will admire the marvellous Basilica di San Clemente, one of the most interesting

monuments in Rome. 

The church has a beautiful interior, but it is especially notable for its three historical

layers. 

The 12th-century basilica is built on top of a well-preserved 4th-century church (with many

frescoes), which was built next to a 3rd-century Mithraic Temple.



MAXXI, the National Museum of XXI Century Arts, is the first Italian national institution

devoted to contemporary creativity and conceived as a broad cultural campus. MAXXI is

managed by a Foundation constituted in the July of 2009 by the Ministry for Cultural

Heritage and Activities and houses two museums: MAXXI Art and MAXXI Architecture. 

 

The programming of the activities – exhibitions, workshops, conferences, shows,

projections, educational projects – reflects MAXXI’s vocation as a place for the

conservation and exhibition of ts collections but also, and above all, a laboratory for

cultural experimentation and innovation, for the study, research and production of the

aesthetic contents of out time.

The MAXXI building is a major architectural work designed by Zaha Hadid, located in

Rome’s Flaminio quarter and featuring innovative and spectacular forms.

 

MAXXI Art has been conceived as the Italian point of reference on the international circuit

of excellence in contemporary art. The collection and the exhibitions, reflecting the latest

developments in art, but with a broad-based approach, ensure that the institution

effectively legitimizes and acts as an international showcase for Italian art of the present.

 Furthermore, MAXXI Art intends to act as the fulcrum of a coordinated programme and as

a centre for exchanges with other Italian museum institutions as well as actively

dialoguing with museums in other countries.

MAXXI - The National Museum of

XXI Century Arts
Duration: 2 hours



IThe seat of the National Roman Museum at Palazzo Altemps houses important collections

of antiquities consisting of Greek and Roman sculptures that in the 16th and 17th

centuries belonged  to various families of the Roman nobility. 

The placement of the statues inside the rooms reproduces the antiquarian taste for the

ostentatious display typical of that time.  

A feature common to the sculptures is the recourse to additional restoration, desired by

collectors not only for aesthetic sense but also to confer dignity to the figures

represented.

 

The Altemps Collection:

The important collection of antiquities of Cardinal Markus Sitticus abounded in some one

hundred artworks, then passed to several different properties. 

In Palazzo Altemps there are still four large statues located in the northern portico and

other sculptures decorating the staircase.

 

The Boncompagni Ludovisi Collection:

In the rooms on the ground floor and the first floor are exhibited 104 sculptures that the

Italian State purchased from the  Ludovisi-Boncompagni family in 1900. Among the most

representative examples: the Ludovisi Acrolithand the Ludovisi Throne, the Gaul Killing

Himself and His Wife, the Athena restored by Algardi, the Ares restored by Bernini and the

Grande Ludovisi Sarcophagus.

Palazzo Altemps
Duration: 2 hours 



You will be met our specialised guide in the middle of Campo de’ Fiori beneath the famous

statue of Giordano Bruno. 

Then you will be taken through Piazza Farnese to the Palazzo Spada. 

This building was built by Cardinal Girolamo Capodiferro in 1550 and then in 1632 it was

bought by the Cardinal Spada.

In the courtyard you can admire the well-known Borromini Perspective, a fabulous work of

trompe l’oeil consisting of a 9-meter-long corridor that seems much longer thanks to a

perspective trick. 

The Gallery houses Cardinal Spada’s rich private collection including famous artist such as

Carracci, Guido Reni, Tiziano, Domenichino, Tintoretto, Baciccia, Gentileschi, Passarotti,

Parmigianino, Guercino.

Spada Gallery
Duration: 2 hours 



Our guide will take you through one of the most important and beautiful buildings of

Roman nobility. 

Palazzo Corsini, which houses the National Academy of Science (Accademia dei Lincei) and

the famous Corsini Gallery, was built for Cardinal Neri Corsini, nephew of pope Clemente

XII, by the architect Ferdinando Fuga. He built it over the previous Palazzo Riario. 

The first floor hosts the rich art collection of Cardinal Corsini. 

Once inside you can admire artworks by major Italian and foreign artists such as Beato

Angelico, Jacopo Bassano, Rubens, Van Dyck, Murillo, Caravaggio, Orazio Gentileschi,

Nicola Poussin, Guercino, Guido Reni, Luca Giordano.

Palazzo Corsini 

Gallery of Ancient Art

Duration: 2 hours



The Basilica di San Giovanni in Laterano is the most important and the oldest basilicas of

Rome. The ancient basilica and the Baptistery was built by Constantine but it was later

reconstructed many times. 

Further renovation of the interior was directed by Francesco Borromini for the Jubilee of

1650. The façade was rebuilt by the architect Alessandro Galilei who removed all vestiges

of traditional ancient basilica architecture and imparted a neo-classical façade. 

After that you will visit the Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore, the first roman church

dedicated in the 5th century to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The ancient basilica was restored

and extended by various popes, such as Eugene III (1145-1153), Nicholas IV (1288-92) and

Benedict XIV (1740-58) who in the 1740s commissioned the architect Ferdinando Fuga to

build the present façade and to modify the interior. 

Then you will visit the Basilica di San Pietro in Vincoli. It was built in 442 by the Empress

Eudoxia, wife of Emperor Valentinian III, to house the relic of chains (in Latin vincula) of St.

Peter when he was imprisoned in the Mamertine Prison in Rome. Once inside the basilica

you will admire one of Michelangelo’s most famous sculptures, Moses, originally intended

as a part of the funeral monument for Pope Julius II.

San Giovanni in Laterano, Santa Maria

Maggiore and San Pietro in Vincoli
Duration: 3 hours 



The Baths of Diocletian are the most imposing thermal complex ever built in Rome.

Erected between 298 and 306 CE, they spanned more than 13 hectares and could

accommodate up to 3000 people at the same time, within a structure consisting of a series

of environments such as gymnasia, libraries, a swimming pool of more than 3500 square

meters and those rooms that were the heart of every thermal complex: the frigidarium

(cold bath), the tepidarium (lukewarm bath) and thecalidarium (hot bath). It was precisely

these latter spacious rooms the ones converted by Michelangelo into the Basilica of Saint

Mary of the Angels and the Christian Martyrs: in the other environments arose the

Carthusian Monastery, conceived by the artist himself.

Original seat of the National Roman Museum since its institution in 1889, the Baths and

the Charterhouse are currently undergoing a restoration process that has thus far

permitted the reopening of a part of the monumental complex and of the two sections of

such a composite museum, the Section of Proto-history of the Latin Peoples and the

Epigraphic Section, this one pertaining to Written Communication in the Roman World.

Besides the exhibition, visitors can enjoy, therefore, the sumptuous and imposing Aula

Decima, wherein are exhibited the big tomb of the Platorini and two chamber tombs,

decorated with frescoes and stuccoes, originally from the Necropolis of the Via Portuensis.

Baths of Diocletian
Duration: 2 hours 



The Thermae Antoninianae, one of the largest and best preserved ancient thermal

complexes, were built in the southern part of the city under the initiative of Caracalla, who

opened the central building in 216 CE.

The rectangular plan is typical of the "great imperial Bathhouses". The Baths were not just

a building for bathing, sports and the care of the body but also a place for walking and for

study. Four doors on the northeastern facade were the entrance to the main part of the

building. On the central axis may be observed, in sequence, the calidarium - tepidarium,

the frigidarium and the natatio, and, on the sides of this axis, other environments,

arranged symmetrically around the two other palaestras.

The Baths of Caracalla are one of the rare cases where it is possible to reconstruct, albeit

only partially, the original decorative scheme. 

The written sources speak of huge marble columns, coloured Oriental marble flooring,

vitreous paste mosaics and different varieties of marble sheathing the walls, painted

stuccoes and hundreds of colossal statues and groups, both in the niches of the walls of

the environments and in the more important halls, as well as in the gardens. For supplying

water, a special branch of the Acqua Marcia aqueduct, the Aqua Antoniniana, was created.

Restored several times, the thermal complex ceased to operate in 537 CE.

Baths of Caracalla
Duration: 2 hours



The Villa Medici's guided tour allows the discovery of its treasures, its history, its

architecture and its works of art's collection.

 

The journey starts with the description of the inner facade turned towards the gardens,

with the Romans' bas-relief, the refined copies of antique statues, Giambologna's Mercury,

the contemporary sculptures and the symbols linked to the Medici's history. 

 

The visit then proceeds through the Loggia, emblematic image of the Villa, and with the

Bosco's studio, depicted in a famous painting by Velasquez. 

 

The visit continues with the gypsotheque recently opened to the public and the fountain

created by Balthus from casts of antique sculptures, the Niobides' square.

 The walk ends with the discovery of the extraordinary panorama on the Eternal city from

the belvedere. 

Villa Medici
Duration: 2 hours



The Crypta Balbi is a city-block of the historic centre of Rome wherein a vast portico, the

Crypt of Balbus, rose in ancient times; it was an annexe of the theatre that Cornelius

Balbus had erected in 13 BCE.

On the eastern side of the portico, included in the perimeter of the modern block, there

extends a series of ancient blocks represented in the Forma Urbis ("Shape of the City", the

marble map of Ancient Rome carved under the emperor Septimius Severus), whose

buildings are partly accessible. 

The exhibition path proceeds through the diverse buildings that succeeded one another

over the different historical eras. 

The section Archaeology and History of an Urban Landscapeillustrates the history of the

complex from Antiquity to the 20th century: from the constructions of Balbus to the

ruralization of the urban landscape in the 5th century and, then, to the erection of the

medieval churches and houses in the area, especially the edifice of the Conservatorio di

Santa Caterina della Rosa (Conservatory of St. Catherine of the Rose) which, between the

mid-15th century and the first decades of the 17th century, occupied the greater part of

the area.

The section Rome from Antiquity to the Middle Ages illustrates the transformations of the

city between Late Anquity and the Early Middle Ages (5th-9th centuries). 

The most consistent nucleus of the exhibition comprises the contexts of the materials

found during the excavations of the Crypta, such as the Late Antiquity and Early Middle

Ages deposit of the Exedra, whose 7th century phase provided thousands of objects, 

Crypta Balbi
Duration: 2 hours



ROMAN WALKS



Our guide will introduce you to the beauty and wonder of Rome’s Piazzas.

Your walking tour will begin with the elegant Spanish Steps and the Church of Trinità dei

Monti. 

You can also see the famous Fontana della Barcaccia by Bernini, the Column of the

Immacolata and Spanish Embassy to the Holy See.

Then you will next visit the Trevi Fountain built in 1700 by Niccolò Salvi which it is

considered one of the most famous fountains in the world (have you seen Fellini’s La

Dolce Vita?). You will have the chance to throw a coin into the Fountain and make your

wish.

After that you will go on to the Pantheon, Rome’s most incredible Roman temple built by

Hadrian in the II century B.C. This is Stendhal’s description of the Pantheon: “… the most

incredible ancient Roman monument is without a doubt the Pantheon. This temple …

appears to us as it would have appeared to the ancient Romans”.

Next you will visit Piazza Navona which was built on the ruins of the ancient Stadium of

Domitian. Here you can admire Borromini’s Church of Sant’Agnese in Agone and Bernini’s

spectacular Fountain of the Four Rivers. 

From there you will walk to Piazza Campo de’ Fiori, famous for its fruit and vegetable

market, and then to Piazza Farnese which is famous for the Palazzo Farnese designed by

Michelangelo.

The Baroque in Rome 

Squares and Fountains
Duration: 3 hours



You will be met by our guide at the Obelisk in Piazza del Popolo and you will then be taken

on a tour of the three famous churches where you can see masterpieces by Caravaggio.

The first church will be Santa Maria del Popolo where you can see The Crucifixion of St.

Peter and The Conversion of St. Paul in the Cerasi Chapel. 

Then after a short walk through Rome’s centre you will visit the church Sant’Agostino

where you see the incredible Madonna di Loreto painted by Caravaggio between 1604 and

1606.

Finally, you will admire the Contarelli Chapel in the San Luigi dei Francesi church where

there are three marvellous Caravaggio paintings: the Calling of St. Matthew, the

Martyrdom of St. Matthew and St. Matthew and the Angel. 

Here you will notice Caravaggio’s use of light and shadow for which he was famous.

Caravaggio in Rome
Duration: 3 hours 



The area of the Jewish quarter of Rome is between the river Tiber, Piazza Venezia and

Piazza Navona. It includes narrow streets and small paved squares with characteristic

small black lava stones (San Pietrini). 

While walking in the Jewish Ghetto Rome it is possible to see fountains, palaces, churches,

Roman remains, old fashioned shops and typical roman, kosher restaurants. 

  

The Jewish quarter is one of the oldest and most interesting areas of Rome where it is still

possible to experience the real Roman character and folklore.  

During the tour you will see the Synagogue, the Portico D’Ottavia, the Teatro Marcello, the

three tall columns that survived from the Temple of Apollo Medicus (built in 433 BC), and

the ruins of the Temple of Bellona (built in 236 BC dedicated to the God of War). 

 

The Jewish quarter walking tour continues from Via del Portico D’Ottavia, walking along Via

della Reginella, you will pass by buildings, of  no less than 6 floors with low-ceilings  that

were typical in the old ghetto, it’s possible to reach Piazza Mattei. Overlooking a little

square, is Palazzo Costaguti,  freschoed by Guercino, and Palazzo Mattei (16-17th century),

its courtyard with a double loggia and staircase decorated by colossal Roman busts,

statues, sarcophagi, antique relics all of them in excellent condition making it one of the

most curious sights of the city.  

The churches of Santa Maria in Campitelli and Santa Caterina dei Fumari, the Palaces of

Albertoni and Capizucchi are other jewels of this peaceful residential and monumental

area where it is still possible to find the spirit of Ancient Rome.

The Jewish Quarter
Duration: 3 hours 



Have you ever dreamed to discover what Rome looked like a couple of centuries ago? Then

just take a walk beyond the Tiber to Trastevere, a charming medieval neighbourhood full

of charm and history, thanks to its narrow-cobbled streets lined by medieval houses

Trastevere is named for its position ‘over the Tiber’. 

Separated from the heart of central Rome by the river, the area retained its narrow lanes

and working-class population when the rest of Rome began its nineteenth-century

expansion. 

Despite its being a major touristic destination, it has managed to preserve a strong local

(and “Roman”!) identity, and it’s not too difficult to step off the main routes and escape the

masses.

Trastevere, the romantic heart of Rome
Duration: 3 hours 



Rome does not end and will probably never cease to surprise with its beauty. In the

Eternal City there is not only a splendid historical center - famous in every corner of the

earth - but also a marvelous and less known "historical periphery", still to be discovered

and explored. In fact, over the past hundred years, public housing has managed to create

some urban planning masterpieces. 

Among them, without a doubt, the Garbatella district. It is a sort of picturesque "garden

city" that leaves any visitor spellbound; where nature, history and architecture blend

perfectly ... so much that it seems to live in a fairy tale!

Recently in the almost unreal context of Garbatella and above all in the nearby Tor

Marancia district, numerous murals have also found a home linked to the phenomenon of

"street art", one of the most interesting forms of contemporary art. These paintings of

various types - figurative and abstract - were made by artists from all over the world and

compete to transform the walls of Rome into a large canvas. Their number and size are

surprising: the murals are dozens and are as big as houses and buildings. 

Sometimes they are grouped together, in other cases they are where you least expect

them. 

Evidently art always calls new art and just as in the Middle Ages, Renaissance and

Baroque, artists continue to be inspired by this city. 

We invite you to discover with us the new color of Rome.

Tor Marancia street-art and Garbatella
Duration: 3 hours



The Eur district has a troubled history behind it which, in any case, makes it unique.

It was commissioned by Mussolini in 1935 as the new urban and architectural complex of

the city of Rome to celebrate 20 years of the march on Rome and, above all, for the

European Universal Exposition of 1942, canceled due to the war.

The Eur, which takes its name from the international event (Roman Universal Exhibition),

should have been the flagship of the fascist regime all over the world: the maximum

celebration of urban and architectural rationalism and, above all, of the Roman Empire.

The neighborhood strongly refers to the forms of the classical era, with large white

buildings full of columns and marble statues.

In the years to come, the neighborhood experienced moments of ups and downs ... but in

the end it came to us in its final form, becoming one of the most characteristic and

undervalued areas of Rome.

Eur, the Southern district of Rome
Duration: 3 hours



The prices for each guided tour are as follows and are inclusive of tickets for entrance

tickets (skip the line), a guide specialized in History of Art and Archaeology, earphones

(where necessary) and insurance:

Private tous:

for 2 people: € 340,00 + VAT 22%; for 4 people € 390,00 + VAT 22%; for 6 people € 430,00 +

VAT 22%; for 8 people € 480,00 + VAT 22%. 

Group tours:

The price is € 60,00 + VAT 22% per person for a group of minimum 10 - maximum 25

people.

 

The prices of the Tivoli guided tours are follows:

Private tours:

for 2 people: € 440,00 + VAT 22%; for 4 people € 480,00 + VAT 22%; for 6 people € 520,00 +

VAT 22%; for 8 people € 560,00 + VAT 22%.

Group tours: 

The price is € 85,00 + VAT 22% per person for a group of minimum 10 - maximum 25

people

The  price of each Roman walks is as follows:

Private tours:

the price is € 320,00 + VAT 22% per person for a group composed from 2 to 12 people.

Group tours:

The price is € 30,00 + VAT 22% per person for a group of minimum 10 - maximum 25

people

Pricing
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